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Anne demonstrates having a balance, or mean, between emotion and reason, while Louisa represents the 
exact opposite—having no control over emotion, nor control over reason.  Anne possesses virtues that 
Wollstonecraft would typically characterize as negative, while Louisa does not; however, Anne‟s possession 
of these virtues is what allows her to act prudently, particularly in the instance of Louisa‟s injury.  Louisa 
does not find a mean between the two extremes of emotion and reason—she is stubborn and takes no 
counsel from others.  She does not possess docility, nor flexibility or patience.  Louisa is bold; she possesses 
the strength of character that Captain Wentworth seeks in a wife (after being rejected by Anne, that is), and 
firmly believes that “if [she] loved a man, as [Mrs. Croft] loves the Admiral, [she] would always be with him, 
nothing should ever separate [them], and [she] would rather be overturned by him, than driven safely by 
anyone else” (78).   
 
On the other hand, Anne is patient and mild; she is careful to act with reason.  She is prudent, and although 
she displays the virtues Wollstonecraft characterizes as negative (e.g., flexibility, patience, docility), these 
virtues are actually what allows her to exert some form of influence in the Musgrove household.  To 
Austen, these virtues are not negative at all; they work in Anne‟s favor and even get her some form of 
attention from Captain Wentworth, who respects and values her opinion, particularly when discussing his 
plan of breaking the news of Louisa‟s injury to Mr. and Mrs. Musgrove.  When Louisa falls, resulting in a 
head injury, Anne is the one who maintains a collected demeanor and comes up with a rational solution to 
help Louisa, and the others look to Anne to care for Louisa—they trust her judgment and know she is 
reasonable, rational, and compassionate.  They (particularly Wentworth), believe that there is “no one so 
proper, so capable as Anne” to care for Louisa (106).  The members of the Musgrove household are aware 
that Anne possesses compassion, patience, and flexibility, and they are appreciative of it—there are even 
instances in which these virtues put Anne in a more favorable position with Charles than his wife, Mary, 
does.        
  
While the benefits of Anne‟s patience, flexibility, and her attainment of a mean between emotion and 
reason are displayed throughout the characters‟ regard for her in the novel, the effects of Louisa‟s opposite 
personality—having no possession of reason to control her emotions—are shown through her catastrophic 
accident resulting from her stubbornness and extreme “strength of character.”  Louisa does not demonstrate 
prudence in this sense, for she fails to take counsel from others, nor exercise sound judgment.  
“[Wentworth] advised her against it, thought the jar too great; but no, he reasoned and talked in vain; she 
smiled and said, „I am determined I will‟” (102).  Louisa is excessively ruled by her emotion—she enjoys 
the sensation from jumping the steps, but she fails to note the consequences if such an action goes wrong.  
This is quite unlike Anne, who carefully weighs the potential repercussions of each action (such as when she 
decides to break off her engagement to Captain Wentworth).     
 
Austen‟s portrayal of these virtues that Wollstonecraft characterizes as “negative” show her view on these 
virtues—that within these virtues lies a balance between reason and emotion.  Anne, who indeed still 
harbors feelings for Wentworth, is still able to act prudently under various circumstances because she 
possesses such virtues as patience, docility, and flexibility.   Conversely, Louisa, who also harbors feelings 
for Wentworth, does not possess the same sort of sound judgment Anne possesses because of her boldness 
and strength of character—she will only do what she desires and will not take counsel from others, and 
therefore, she cannot act rightly or prudently.   
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